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Study Materials 

The Ball Poem 

Answer the following questions in short. 

(a) What does John Berryman want to convey through this 

poem? 

(b) How does the boy feel at the loss of his ball? 

(c) “Money is external”. What does the poet mean by this 

expression? 

(d) Why does the poet think that it is useless to give the 

following suggestion to the boy? 

(e) ‘No use to say- ‘O there are other balls’: 

(f) Why did the poet not offer the boy money to buy 

another ball? 
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